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LEITER 
In Anſwer to a City Friend, 


SHEWING, 


How Agreeable Liberty of Conſcience is to the 
Church of England. 


SIR, a 


Have receiv*d Yours, wherein you ſcem to make 
ſome RefleCtions upon the Church of Erg/azd, and 
with ſome earneſtneſs to deſire my Opinion in the 
Afﬀair, eſpecially in relation to the late Indulgence 

granted by His Majeſty for Liberty of Conſcience. To a 
Friend I cannot deny ſo (mall a Requeſt. 1'll therefore, 
without any farther Preamble freely ſpeak to the Points 
you propos'd, and ſo leave them to your Conſideration. 
Firſt, As to what you apprehend, that this Indulgence 
will not be well lik'd by the Church of Exglaxd, *tis m 
Opinion you are under a Miſtake : My Realon is, becauſe 
the Church of Exg/andisa Church, whole greateſt Glory 
has been in its Moderation and Tenderneſs, Now what 
occaſion of Trouble can it be to a Tender-hearted Church, 


to ſee all Chriſtians peaceably profeſſing their Religion, 


without any poſlibility of Vexation from their Neigh- 


bors ? Were the Church of Exgl/anda Church that took 
A 2 plea- 
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- pleaſure in Wracking of Conſciences, in Oppreſſion of 
their Neighbors, in Perſecuting and Impriſoning, I 
ſhould be lomething of your Mind, and begin to ſuſpe&, 
that this Liberty would not be at all agreeable to ſuch a 
Temper : But you know how She has always declar'd a- 
gainſt Cruelty and Violence on the Score of Conſcience : 
- She deteſts and abominates alf ſuch Proceedings ; and 
you cannot think Shell now ſo degenerate, as togrieve 
for theſe Things being taken out of her Power, which 
She glory*d betore to have Reform'd. You ſeem not to be 
throughly acquainted with the Conſtitution of this. 
Churchand Her Members, if you think 'twill be an Aggrie- 
' vance to *em, becauſe ris nut in their Power to Per/ecate. 
If you had but heard their DoCtrins,and read the Sermons 
they have Preach'd and Printed onthis Subje&t,you muſt 
needs take *em for the greateſt Diſſemblers and Hypocrits 
in the World, ifafter ſo many repeated Claims to Mode- 
ration and Meekneſs, they ſhould be ſtill in love with Per- 
fecution, and cannot ſee their Neighbors Exerciſe their 
Religion in quiet, but this Quiet of their Neighbor muſt 
be T heir Perſecution. Alas rhis wou'd argue in them a 
Poor Spirit of Chriſtianity, *twou'd make any one 
fuſpeCt the Sincerity of their Preaching, and put into us 
a Jealouſie that what they condemn in others, they love 
to practiſe themſelves. 

But you fear this Liberty will introduce Herefies and 
Schiſms into the Church, which cannot be well plea- 
ſing to the Church of England, whoſe Concern it has 
always been, to maintain a Vrity and Uniformity a- 
mongſt Believers, And here I muſt take the: freedom 
againto tell you, you do not judge of Things aright. 
Mr. Kzddtr's Sermon Licene'd by the Archbiſhop's 
Chaplain, and Publiſh'd the laſt Week, concerning 
the Judgment of Private Diſcretion in Matters of Re- 
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Lgion , would inſorm you better, eſpecially pag. 20, 
where he tells you, *7 i a fond thing to imagine that there 
fhall be no Hereſies or Schiſms, and that we have found a 
Way to prevent them : This « like the Boaſt of « Mounte- 
bank. ——God hath foretold that there ſhould come a Falling 
away, and that ſome ſhould be under flirong Deluſions, and 
believe a Lie. It is 4 vain thing to pretend a Remedy 4- 
gainſt that Evil, againſt which God himſelf has provided 
z:ye. Now what reaſon have you to think, that if 
Hereſies and Schiſms ſhould ariſe, they would occaſion 
any Diſturbance to the Church of Exglend, whenas they 
are very well ſatisfi'd, there muſt be Hereſies; that *tis 
a Fond thing to imagin2 they can be prevented ; and 


that *tis but Yaz» and Mountebank-like to pretend Re- 


medy againſt ſuch an Evil, againſt which God has pro- 
vided none ? If they zzuſt come, they muſt. The Church 
of England is Wile enough to Foreſee theſe Evils, and 
bear them with Patience, without an Uzzeceſſary Care 
or Solicitude to Prevent them. But I don't know what 
you may call Heyeſie and Schiſm : You know the Church 
of England, as Mr. Kjdder delivers her Doctrin, is not 
for having Her Followers Guided in Matters. of Religion 


by any Authority, nor taking up their Faith upon Conhi- 


dence of any Church Chritt has left and aſſiſted for this. 
purpoſe ; No, this he looks upon as a Slaviſh Surrender, 
and the way to deſpoil a Man of his Rational Faculties ; 
This Mr. K#daer in the ſame Sermon undertakes to 
prove a Vainand Impious Principle ; tis to bid Men Paul 
out their Eyes, and go Blizdfold, And. therefore to avoid 
ſuch Impiety. as *t1s to bid Men Follow, Hear and Believe 
the Church, He is for having Every Man ſet up for the 
Judgment of Private Diſcretion, direQs his Hearers, to 
Search and Examine for themſelves, atſures them. They 
need. no. Saide, if they uſe their Eyes ; that a. Man of 

Ordinary 
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Ordigary Capacity 1s. able to Judge, what is Tywe or 
Falſe, mm Matters of Faith and Religion : That Al! the 
Articles of the Creed (p. 19.) are ſo plainly taught in the 
Holy Seriptares, #har he who Runs may read them there: 
that therefore, tho? the Judgment of the Church be not to 
be trofted in theſe Things, yet every Man may very 
lafely follow and rely on his own Judgment of Private 
Diferetion . And this is very fairly made out by Mr, Kjd- 
+ the admiration even of thoſe who are not of his 
Mind. 

Now here deſire you to conſider, when the Church of 
England,as appears by Mr. Kidder and other her DoQors, 
Has encourag'd all her Followers, to Search and Judge 
for themſelves in Matters of Faich and Religion, can it 
be any trouble to her, to ſee Men Judge for themſelves, 
and follow every Man his own Judgment ? If They 
do what ſhe direts them, it ought to be a Comfort 
to Her, and not any Trouble. You wou'd certainly 
make the Church f England a very Severe and Hard 
Mother ; firſt in bidding her Children not to Truſt Her, 
but to follow Their own Eyes ; and then to be Angry 
and Peeviſh, when they take their- own Eyes for their 
Guides, and don't follow Hers. If they ſhould forſake 
their own private Underſtanding of the Scriptures in 
any Article or DoCtrin of Faith, and ſubmit to any 
Church-Interpretation of it, She tells them, this is to 
hoodwink their Reaſon, *tis taking up Religion upon truſt, 
*tis blindly giving np themſelves to a Guide , who may 
lead them to the Regions of Darkneſs. Is not this to tell 
them, they ought to adhere in all Points of Faith and 
Religion to their own Private Judgment of Diſcretion, 
and not-take heed to the Guidance of any Church or 
Authority - whatſoever ? And pray now what's the 
plain Engliſh of all this, but Liberty of Conſcience ? —_ 

Ince 
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nn —_— and _ been ſo many Years plead. 
ing for this Free iz and Determining ; and givi 
Dieftion to every Man, to erect within himſelf chis 
ghees be Angry, when the eu Fomer, eomerreg 

gHt to be y, when the Czwz/ Power, concurri 
with Her, Eftablithes and Confirms toevery Man chat 
Right, which She holds forth as a Thing belonging to- 
them, as rhey are Rational Creatures ? This is an Ab- 
furdity not to be charg*d on any Society of Men, To 

d 


ive Directions, and then to be Angry when they are 


' But topaſs toyour next Point ; You know the Chri. 
ſtians, who have the Benefit of this Izdu/gexce, are chief 

ſuch as are call'd Nonconformiſts and Diſſenters, or elſe 
the Papifts, Now I am periwaded, it can be no Ag- 
£rievance tothe Churchof England, that Both theſe Sorts 
be allow*d the Enjoymeat of this Liberty of Conſcience. 
For as to'the Former, it is the Opinion of many Eminent 
Diines, and other Sober Men, that moſt Nonconfor- 
aft difler not: from the Church of Exgland in any Efſen- 
ia/\or Material Point ; but chiefly in Ceremonies, Cir- 
cunftanzias and Unzeceſſaries, Now if you peruſe the 


Wrwmgs-of the Cherrh of England, of her Prelates and 


Dre&ors,' you'il-timd: that wany of them have freely in- 
clin'dofthemſelvestoa Condeſcention to theſe Weaker 
Boethren, and have been willing to abate many of theſe 
Circamff antials in conſideration of a better Union, and 
frifter Peace. - Do we walze ({ays Dr. Stibin:fleet in his 
Preface ro the Unreaſonableneſs of Separation) #' few in- 
afferent Ceremonies, and ſome late Declarations, and 
doubtfat Expreſſions, beyond the Satisfattion of Mens Con- 


feiences, and phe Peace and Tranquility of the Church f — 


1 ao think it wonld be a part of Chriſtian Wiſdom ayd'Con- 
geſcention. in the Governors of aur Church to remove thoſe: 
Bars: 
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Bars from 4 freedom in joyning in full Communion with us, 
—_—_— p.mnon may be p- fer from being a Diſhanor 

to this Church, that; it may add to the Glory of it. I think 

we have #9 cauſe to doubt. (ſays Dr. Tillotſon in his Sermon 

on Fobs 13. Ver. 34, 35.) but the Governors of our Church 

are Perſons of that Piety and Prudence, that for Peace ſake, 

4nd in order to a firm Union among Proteſtants, they. would 

be content, if that would do it, not to inſiſt on little Things, 

but to yield them up, whether to-the Infirmity, or _ 
nity, or perhaps, in ſome very few Things, to the plauſible 
Exceptions of thoſe who differ from us. Neceſſary Points 
(ſays Dr. B1rrow, Treat. of the Pop. Supr. pag. 219.) 
#4y apd will by all Honeſt People be known aud determin'd 
by the. clear Teſtimony of Scripture, and other Points need 
not to be determin'd. And again, A more ready way to 
actermine Controverſies, is, for every one Not to Preſerite 
roothers, or to Perſecute ; for then Mew wonld more clearly 
ſee the Truth, and Conſent. With theſe concur ſeveral 
others of the Firſt Rank; which I cauld quote at . | 
but theſeare ſufficient toundeceive you, and let you lee, 

thar *cis not at all likely, that the Church of Expland, 

which has been, and is at _— if I am rightly in- 
form'd, willing to abate in her Worſhip a.great part of 

theſe Ceremonies, ſhould be at-all concern'd- to ſee the 
Diſſenters have the Free Exerciſe of their Re/#gion and 
Worſhip, without the Obligation of obſerving thoſe Ce- 
remonies, Which She her ſelf, by her Free Offer of Con- 
deſcention, ſeems not unwilling, at leaſt for Peace ſake, 

ta leave out of Her Public Service... As long as Her | 


chief Concern is the Peace and Tranquillity of the 
Church, and the SatisfaQtion of Mens Conſciences, ris 
not to be imagin'd, She'll ever be inclin'd to diſturb this 
Peace, or moleſt Her Neighbor, upon the Score of a Few 
dndifferent Ceremonies, Late Declarations, or Doubtful 

E xpreſſions. 
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Expreſſions. She's latisf'd, that for all Neceſſaty Points, 
every Honeſt Man will kaow them by Scripture, and 
for ſuch as are »or Neceſſary, She thinks it better not 
to Determine them, nor Preſcribe them to others, nor 
to Perſecute any on this Score, What Diſquiet there- 
fore can it poſhbly cauſe in the Church of England to ſee 

a Liberty granted to the Nonconformiſts of performing 
their Service without theſe Ceremonies ? 

And as for the Papiſts, *tis generally granted, that 
They agree with all other Chriſtians in Fundamentals, © 
holding all things that are of Neceſſity to be Believ'd ; 
and upon this@onlideration, I cannot but think, that 
the Church of England will be willing to allow them the 
Freedom of their Religion ; it being the Generally re- 
ceiv'd Opinion of Proteſtants, that the True way to 
make a Laſting Union amongſt Chriſtians, is to diſtin- 
guiſh betwixt T exerts ncefey to be Believd, and Tenets 
wot neceſſary to be Beliewd ; and Neceſſaries being once 
agreed on, to uſe « Forbearance in things Unneceſſary. 
Why then, for the greater Extenſion of Chriſtian Cha- 
rity, =y not this Forbearance be extended to Paprſts, 
fince in all Neceſſaries they agree with other Chriſtians ? 
Beſides, if I miftake not, the Church of Englind has fo 
much Charity, as to think, that Papi/ſts may be Sav'd : 


_This allows the no to be Sons of God and Members 


of Chriſt ; and if They and the Church of Enzland have 
One Common Head in Heaven, ought not they to have 
an AﬀeQion for them on Earth ? Can it be allowable 
in them to hate Thoſe whom, as they own, Chriſt will 
receive? Or can They ſay to Them, Go ye Curſed, to 
whom our Lord will ſay, Come ye Bleſſed ? If God owns 
them as Sons, I believe the Church of England may ealily 
love them as Brethren : For it God admits them. to the 


Participation of his. Kingdom, it becomes not-any to be 
B averſe 
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averſe from them on Earth, with whom they ſhall 


converſe in Heaven. 

And if the Papiſts are not ſo good Chriſtians as to be 
the Members of Chriſt and capable of Salvation, bur 
as others ſeem to take them, Idolaters, Super ftitions, Pro 
phane, without Senſe or Reaſon, or any Ground of Scrz- 
pture for what they teach or do ; it ought ſtill to be the 
Concern of the Church of England, to let them partake of 
this Liberty ; that ſo They being in Public, their Follies 
and Super/titions might be more expos'd ; that the Peo- 
ple might hear thole ,4þ/aurd and Unchriſtian Doftrins 
from their own Pulpits and Catechiſms,®and bear Wit- 
neſs of them, and ſo ſee whether all be not True, that 
has been charg'd againſt them. T his would better end 
all the Controverlie of Miſrepreſenting than many Vo- 
lumes, and fave the Church of England any farther trou- 
ble of Laying the Papiſts open, which , if it could be 
excus'd, would be no {mall Advantage to Her z*this 
thing of mixing InveFives and Satyrs againſt Neighbors 
with the Goſpel in Pulpits, being no ſmall Refle&tion 
upon Her with ſeveral ſorts of People ; Some taking it 
to be Railing, others to be Unzentile and. Unmannerly, 
others to be Unchayitable, others to be an Effe&t of Sloth 
and Idleneſs, whilſt they think it much eaſter to Rzdicale 
anothers Opinion, than to Prove their own, or find out 
a more ſerious Matter for Exhortation. In fine, if the 
Papiſts are thus Wicked and Abominable, the fureſt way 
to weaken them, is tomakethem Public ; for Wickedneſs 
and Abominatiop ſeeks for Corners, and thrives moſt when 
us conceal'd ; when if ?twere expos'd to the. Pablis, 
*twould be deteſted by the Beholders, and be ſoon hiſs'd 
out of the World. 

I have only One thing now more to Conſider, and 
"tis that you apprehend, that this I=dulgence will an too: 

aVOur- 
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favourable to many Diſaffeted Parties and Perſons, that 
*ewill give them occaſion to encreaſe and. thrive, and 
grow up ſo many Enemies to the King and Government, 
which cannot be acceptable to the Church of Enzland, 
which onall Occaſions has been ſo truly Loyal,and Faith- 
ful to their Monarch. To this I need ſay no more, than 
that I find our preſent Sovereign, who 1n thisis chiefly 
concern'd, has Conſider'd this Foint ; and he is of Opt- 
nion, that on the contrary, this Liberty will remove Ani- 
molities, break Factions, and make Friends of Enemies ; 
the Conſtraint and Rigor that has been us'd to Mens 
Conſciences,for.the maintaining Uniformity in'Worſhip; 
having created 11} Blood, and been the Occalion of thoſe 
Unnatural Rebellions, that have diſturb'd this Nation 
for many Years. Now you know our Prince, whom 
God preſerve, beſides his Great Wiſdom, has had ſo long 
Experience of the Temper of his People, and is ſa care- 
ful for the Good and Peace of the Kingdom, that no 
Loyal or Good Subject can think he do's not provide for 
the Welfare and Tranquillity of it, in the Beſt and Safeſt 
way poſſible. And ſince the Church of England is ſo Emi- 
nent for its Loyalty, I cannot imagine She can be trou- 
bled at what the King do's for the Safety of his Royal 
Perſon and Good of his People ; or be for the perſiſting 
in ſuch a Method, which his Majeſty conceives has made 
the Government Uneaſie to his Royal Predeceſlors, and 
in ſome manner gccaſion'd the moſt barbarous Eftuſion 
of Royal Blood. 

This is ſufficient to ſatisfieyou in the chief Difficulties. 
you propos'd ; and to remove out of your Mind that 
Diffidence you ſeem'd to have of the Church of England 
in this Jun&ure of Aﬀairs. Conſider what Loyalty 1s, 


- and for the future take thence a Meaſure of their Beha- 


viour. Never queſtion, but where this admirable Q4- 
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[bits of. Goodl Subjets. is, *twill labor to unite the Peoples - 
dare wich os Prince, *rwill cauſe an Approbation: of 
what he do's inthe Adminiſtration of his Government, 
and never permit any,by ftewing a Difketo his Orders, 
by being Sawy and Pecwyþ, to alienate the Peoples Hearts 
from their Sovereign. No, never think this of Good 
and Loyal Swbjetts; this is only for Malecomtents, and fuch 
as are .De/afetted to the Government ; for ſuch as are 
for keeping up a Party, or maintaining a FaQtion: And 
if youfind any do thus Diſloyally, never take them for 
Members of the Charch of Englazd. \Good Chri- 
ſtan and Loyal Subject will be forrgmoy: | 
SITIES and FEALOUSIES, and Layyng theſe 
two Devils of this Nation. Let Youand I comtribute ts 
it with the beſt of our Endeavours, .and as much as in us 
lies, follow St. Paus/s Advice of Living peaceably with 
all mey, * Farewel. | 1: 314-qi 


4.1 


S$1R, 


Your Servant. 


